COMMUNICATION AGREEMENTS

· Confidentiality is often defined as “what’s said in the room stays in the room” and we agree not to discuss what happens here in a way that would identify any individual or organization. There is another dimension to confidentiality that includes “asking permission” to share or discuss any statement another person makes of a personal nature. It helps to remember that the story belongs to the teller, not the listener. 
· Move-up Participation. Honor different beliefs and encourage empowerment by making a space for all voices, experiences and ideas to be heard and shared. Talking does not equal participation. Generous listening is a form of participating. If you speak a lot, try listening more. And it you tend to sit back and listen, consider speaking up more.
· Intent is different than impact, and both are important. It is also important to own our ability to have a negative impact in another person’s life despite our best intention. In generous listening, if we assume positive intent rather than judging or blaming, we can respond, rather than reacting or attacking when a negative impact occurs.  
· It’s okay to disagree. Avoid attacking, discounting or judging the beliefs and views of yourself or others – verbally or non-verbally. Instead, welcome disagreements as an opportunity to expand your world. Ask questions to understand other people’s perspectives. 

LEARNING AGREEMENTS

· Embrace polarities. Avoid binaries and embrace wicked questions (i.e. paradoxical truths), such as “How can we be both BOLD and humble in our asking?”
· Real play, not role play. Let’s try on ways of being, and ways of doing here in this room. 
· Name elephants. Be intentional about speaking the unspeakable; foster a culture of candor inside and outside your organization.
· Be open to new ideas and perspectives, and be open to having your current ideas and perspectives challenged.
· Embrace inquiry. Ask difficult, reflective questions as a matter of course.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
