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Fall 2012
Online Fundraiser Guide

Overview

This November, Student Action with Farmworkers launches our annual online fundraising campaign. During the last four years, grassroots fundraisers have increased our individual donor support, as well as the number of online givers. According to a recent survey, in comparison to other organizations with our budget size, SAF has more individual donors (864 compared to 388) and more that give online (809 vs. 198). This is due to your work over the last few years reaching out to new donors and asking them to give online.  

 

Our goal for the 2012-2013 fiscal year is for 25 individuals to together raise $20,000, either by conducting an online fundraising campaign during November or December of this year and/or hosting a house party or Farmworker Awareness Week event next spring or summer. To thank you for your efforts, SAF will provide each of you with a small token of our appreciation and will honor the individuals that raise the most funds and that have the most donors with a special gift!

SAF uses money raised from individuals to conduct outreach to students and farmworkers; provide training, stipends, and scholarships for interns, students organizers, and youth; share documentaries and presentations with the general public; and provide a living wage and full benefits to our staff!
How to raise money the grassroots way

1. Develop a plan:

· Think about how you will inform individuals about this effort. We suggest email, social media, and in-person calls or meetings. 

· Make a list of all the individuals you know or that you have a personal connection with. Include friends, family, colleagues, professors, administrators, peers, members of your religious community, and neighbors. It can also include groups, such as clubs, local businesses, religious congregations, and civic clubs. 

· Develop a goal for how much money you hope to raise (we suggest $1k). In our previous campaigns, the average gift was $50, with some individuals giving $10 and others donating $1,000 (depending on their interest and ability to give).

· Select one week in November or December to hold your campaign. 

2. Create a personalized fundraising web page using SAF’s template and include the link to the page in all your correspondence.  

· Login here: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/login.jsp 

· Your login id is your first and last name (no spaces) and the password is safista

· Main fundraiser portal (for you to keep posted on the campaign and see how others are doing is: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/campaign.jsp?campaign=31
3. Follow-up with your contacts daily for one week. Let them know how the campaign is going and how much time is left to make a donation. Keep it brief.
4. Send personalized thank-you letters to folks who donate. Your donors will get an email confirmation and thank-you from SAF, and we’ve provided you with notecards that you can use to write personal thank-yous to every donor.
Prefer to host a house party?
Contact Melinda Wiggins at mwiggins@duke.edu to learn more and sign up!
Keys to Success
Here are five keys to a successful campaign:
1. Be personal

Share personal stories about yourself, your connection to SAF, and your interest in farmworkers, food justice, immigration, the labor movement, youth empowerment, and other issues related to SAF’s work. It has to be about YOU because your friends will give to SAF because you believe in our work.

2. Create a sense of urgency

Individuals respond best when they have a deadline. So create one. Select one week in which you will run your campaign. Share with folks the timeframe to give, remind them of the deadline, and announce the beginning and end of the campaign. You must share the results of your campaign each day so that folks can support you to meet your goal. 

3. Follow-up individually

· Although most of your correspondence will be to groups and through email or social media, you can increase your chances of meeting your goal if you communicate individually with folks by sending personal emails or instant messages, making follow-up calls, or meeting with individuals in person to share with them about SAF and how they can give. 
· Before you do individual follow-up, prepare yourself by making sure you know how much to ask that individual for. Practice your pitch and make sure to include your personal story and why farmworkers and SAF’s work are important to you. 

4. Make sure donors have the info they need

Make sure your donors know how to give and can access you or SAF staff if they have a problem making their donation. Individuals have two ways to donate:

· Online by clicking on the “Give Now” button on your individual fundraising page. If your “Give Now” button is not working, folks can go to http://www.saf-unite.org/ and click on “Donate to SAF” at the bottom of the page. They should designate that the gift is for you, so that it will show up on the thermometer on your individual page. 

· Writing a check made out to Student Action with Farmworkers or SAF and mail to 1317 W. Pettigrew St., Durham, NC  27705. Any checks that we receive for you will show up on your thermometer. Just let your donors know to write your name in the memo section so the donation can be attributed to you.

All contributions made to SAF are tax-deductible (as long as no goods or services are given in return). Our federal taxpayer identification number issued by the Internal Revenue Service is 56-1789014.

5. Make a significant gift yourself

Many donors want to know if the person asking them for a gift contributes to the same organization themselves. So the first donation should be your own—it can be any amount that is significant to you!
Creating Your Online Page
How to Create Your Page


1. Log-in to manage your page: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/login.jsp
Log-in: firstnamelastname 

Password: safista
2. Once you’re logged in, click the “Edit” button. This will take you to the editing mode of your webpage. 

· Select a photo for the header of the page or use our header image.

· Under “Thermometer” click “display” so that the thermometer showing your donations will appear on your individual page 
· Build your page’s text in the “Fundraising Content Section.” You can use the template button (beside the print button) to start from an existing template design. Use the icons to change the font size, color etc. Change the text by typing in the page. 

· You can copy and paste from our sample fundraising page. 

· To cut and paste from another source, always use the “Paste from Word” or “Paste as Plain text” button. 

· Hyperlink to websites by clicking on the globe icon. 

· Upload photos in the body of your page by clicking on the image icon, click on upload, browse for the photo on your computer, and send it to the server. 

· Change the photo dimensions: usually 200 pixels wide is a good size.  Make sure your image is not a large file or it will have trouble showing up on your page right away.

· Be sure to give people several chances to donate throughout your page! Use text like  ‘Donate Now!’ or ‘Give Now!’ and use the link icon (the globe with a chain) to link to your donation page (the link is listed on the page after you click Submit). 
· Be sure to save your page frequently to avoid losing any content. 
3. Once you’ve designed your page, click Submit. This will take you to a page that says “Your Campaign Links.” 

· Click on the “check” button next to “Campaign Page” to open another window to see what your webpage actually looks like out of edit mode. 

· To go back to the main page you saw when you logged in, click “Back to the Fundraising Page” at the top of the screen under the SAF logo. (Try not to use the back button as the system doesn’t like this!)

· From there you can click to edit your page some more. 

4. Publicizing your fundraising page:

· Email the campaign page to your friends and family. Use the “Tell A Friend” button beside your campaign page link to send out an email.

· You can also send the link to your fundraising page.  Just copy your “Campaign page” link and post it on Facebook, Twitter, in an email, etc.

· If you’re having a fundraising event you can open your fundraising page on a laptop and people can donate with their credit cards right there. Want more ideas? Ask us!

Check out these sample webpages to get started:



· Sample fundraising page in English:

https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/campaign.jsp?campaign=45&team=30&fundraiser=6084& 
· Sample 2010 fundraising page from board member Fawn Pattison: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/campaign.jsp?campaign=26&team=25&fundraiser=8437&
Sample 2011 fundraising page from Executive Director Melinda Wiggins: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/saf/campaign.jsp?campaign=31&team=107&fundraiser=8156&

· Sample Thank-you Note/Ejemplo de carta de agradecimiento

For every donation you receive, please send a hand-written thank you note. Thank you notes are crucial, because donors want to feel appreciated and are most likely to give in the future.
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December 31, 2012
Dear Ms. Sánchez,

As a member of Student Action with Farmworkers' Farmworker fundraising team, I would like to thank you for your recent contribution of [enter donation amount]. SAF depends on donations from individuals to sponsor our work with migrant and seasonal farmworkers. SAF will be celebrating 20 years of experience linking students and farmworkers to work together for social justice in 2012, and your gift will ensure that this important work continues into future.

If you would like more information about SAF, please call 919-660-3652 or visit SAF's web site at www.saf-unite.org.

I am grateful for your support!

Sincerely,

Carlita Safista

P.S. Your gift to SAF is tax-deductible. SAF's federal tax Employer Identification Number is 56-1789014.

Por favor envía una carta de agradecimiento escrita a mano por cada donación que recibas. Las cartas de agradecimiento son sumamente importantes porque los donantes quieren saber que se les agradece su apoyo y es más probable que hagan una contribución en el futuro si reciben una carta.

31 de diciembre de 2012
Estimada Sra. Sánchez,

Como miembro del equipo de recaudación de fondos para trabajadores agrícolas de la organización Estudiantes en Acción con Campesinos (SAF - Student Action with Farmworkers), quiero agradecerle por su contribución de [cantidad de la donación]. SAF depende de las donaciones del público para apoyar nuestro trabajo con trabajadores agrícolas migrantes y temporales. En 2012 SAF va a celebrar 20 años de conectar a estudiantes y trabajadores agrícolas para trabajar juntos por la justicia social. Su donación permitirá que ésta labor tan importante continúe en el futuro. 

Si desea obtener más información sobre SAF, por favor llame al 919-660-3652 o visite la página web: www.saf-unite.org

¡Le agradezco mucho su apoyo!

Atentmente, 

Carlita Safista
P.D. Su donación a SAF es deducible de impuestos. El número Federal de Identificación del Empleador (EIN) de SAF es: 56-1789014

